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WESLEYAN

we are all about you

SPECIALIST FINANCIAL
ADVICE FOR
DOCTORS, DENTISTS
AND PRACTICES

As your local Wesleyan Financial Services Consultant, | can help
with retirement planning, guidance on the NHS Pension Scheme,
Lifetime and Annual Allowance queries plus much more.

To book your no obligation review, please contact me directly via
07769 640526 or kevin.sands@wesleyan.co.uk. Please quote code 80762.

Financial Advice: Retirement Planning + Investing = Funding « Insurance

Advice is provided by Wesleyan Financial Services Ltd
“WESLEYAN' is a trading name of the Wesleyan Group of companies.

Wasleyan Financial Services Ltd (Registerad in England and Wales No_ 1651212) is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
and is wholly owned by Wesleyan Assurance Society. Wesleyan A Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. | d in England and Wales by Private Act of Parliament

(No. ZC145). Registered Office: Colmore Circuis, Birmingham B4 6AR.Telephone calls may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes.
GP-AD-101/20
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@YUl palldleaincgo  all@le:oemo. e®O
086 AUBMAID] oM B21DVBIegElT Goul™}

emzoilg).  oJoMloUIlMialBl@O] BlSIMEO®I0 L6
9Ud6)a|S}OMEMSNBIT g)Gaj0Flo NI @0}
oemalolessmo,  (you should always keep your

eyes open).
2l a] 200WI(WNaNEMo

@®IBoU)l  &2emMleeImID]  ag)S}ee0
dlg), @P@IOM 0JIOMIT B:6MleNM] ag)EGM
QI8S).  CROEPOD (@ ISITICDI VPN AD
ondede beautify ©a1Q00lg), @&EBROM ©a1Q)Y
M@I6M 2IIWaN6Mo oM} allvojailesyan;
dlg).  @aIoMeNEssl@d  (V@laiglay  @omya
Ola)) 921QUD oIMEO@IBB).  200WIUNaOEMo
ad)®MM MLoNIMWloflSEOMIBo BoUIl B06MBe)}d:
@oogssl@  picture-perfect @88 OEODIny
S HIMIBNG o) MSS®E], NMIaOS BLO
@@ GalBIMIBaIdSIM MW  TVoGAIGMo
(communicate) ©2IQOM  alQd  ag)AMNISIGI6I.
@OEEROM  O2IQRIN@IN o@QQllo ME| 200
@an6mMo ag)aMo6m emam QlluojleeymM o).

(W o® @) GMOMMIAOD] O DIH)
GQINEl  MLOMVID]L|® U] @VoEERSI  (UTI
M@l M@0, U3l Pereslal @:303a])

aflel MKl B0L13 ...

1928 - |. C. Daniel (Father of Malayalam Cinema) directed,

wrote, photographed, edited and acted in the first ever
film made in Kerala Vigathakumaran
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@REMIY BOMEMo GIMSF AUMBMo Dr NV Radhakgishnan
@eooaele DEANIEMAOEETIBHHEMo is a Consultant Gastroenterologist.
@9 TLVOANOQ) AINS> TVEIBUDO Interests include literature, music,
9606 @00 MEROERIBEH>UD travels. Longstanding Sruthi
member. He lives in Rochdale with

aLAA%e MElMMIseIBIe0Tmeem] Ol o
his wife Shoba.
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1938 - The first talkie in Malayalam, "Balan", directed by
S Nottani was released.

1948 - Following the trend in other South Indian lan-
guages, where Carnatic singers and dancers were cast as
leading men and ladies. Noted classical dancer couple
Guru Gopinath & Thankamani Gopinath too have acted
as a lead pair in one of the earlier films called Prahlada.

1948 - A film (Nirmala) which featured 15 songs
penned by the great G Sankara Kurup was the first Mala-
yalam film to introduce the concept of playback singing
(songs were sung by actors themselves prior to that).
Noted Carnatic classical singer T K Govinda Rao and Sa-
rojini Menon were the first playback singers in Malaya-
lam cinema. P ] Cherian, who produced the film, also
became the first Malayali producer.

German national Felix J.H. Beyse directed the film Vel-
linakshathram, the first film to be produced by the fa-
mous Udaya studios and made exclusively in Kerala.
This film also introduced many popular artists of the
time like music director B.A. Chidamabaranath, lyricist
Abhayadev and actress Miss Kumari.
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FLIGHT OF THE LEGENDARY CROW

PHEASANT

A crow pheasant flying across the world to bring the moonlit water
from different continents to fill the projector and the minds of cinephiles in
Kerala was the signature film of 2005 IFFK (International Film Festival of
Kerala) which was materialized by renowned director Shaji N Karun. The
flight of our own pheasant is celebrating the silver jubilee this year.

It started the journey in 1994 at Kozhikkode and from 2001 onwards it
settled at Thiruvananthapuram. Every edition features many categories in-
cluding a cross section of world cinema of that year and competition section
of cinema mainly from developing countries. Now it outnumbers all film festi-
vals in India in delegate participation. There are many films which made their
mark in the minds of every cine buff in Kerala of which I'm trying to portrait a
few since its first edition at Thiruvananthapuram (2nd IFFK) in 1995.

1. Mutter und Sohn (Mother and Son): (Alexander Sokurov, Russia)

Three characters - a sick mother, her son and nature fill this beautiful
and almost silent poetic film about mother-son relationship. The mother is in
great pain and gasps for air. Her son carries her on a long walk through a
dreamlike landscape in the countryside, along winding dirt roads under mys-
tic Baltic sky, in isolation from the rest of the world. They return to their
home and after some time he witnesses the ultimate truth. He whispers to
her to go in peace and calmly wait for him. This film got marked as the film of
IFFK98.

2. Run Lola Run (Tom Tykwer, Germany)

This consists of three 20-minute movies, each dealing with same char-
acters but with different fates. In this the lead girl Lola is running almost
throughout the movie in order to save her lover. We will see how the fate has
been modified by time and determination.

All segments are filled with displays of stills and animation, wild imagi-
nation brilliantly executed.

3. Life as a Fatal STD (Krzysztof Zanussi, Poland)

One of the finest works of the Polish master depicting final weeks of a
cynical doctor. He discovers that he has cancer and for treatment he will have
to go to Paris. As he knows his days are counted, he starts to question the be-
liefs that have sustained with him and raises many questions about life in the
viewer.

-75 -

~ Dr L. Bhawendw

Dr. L Bhavendhu.

A radiologist by profession,
he is passionate about films; IFFK|
delegate since 1995.
Short-film ‘Datham’ directed by

Dr. Bhavendu was accepted and
participated in Short film corner of|
Cannes film festival 2019. His
directorial debut ‘Dwandwam’
participated in Campus short film
competition section in 2017 Inter-
national Documentary and Short
Film Festival of Kerala.
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4. The Man Without A Past (Aki Kaurismdiki,
Finland)

A man loses his memory after a traumatic
incident and the film shows his fight to survive and
build up an identity and living. With the kindness
of strangers and the love of a woman, life and
memories blossom around him. Though the charac-
ter's face is unhappy and static, audience gets the
feel of joy and life time experiences behind it and
evokes thoughts about the absurdity of life.

5. Goodbye Lenin (Wolfgang Becker, Germany)

Up to what extent can a son go in order to
PROTECT HIS NOTHER.

'LENINI

ng, Swmmen,
Rl Witz
: and Spring

keep his mother happy? After the fall of Berlin wall,
a son tries to pretend that communism still reigns
in Berlin and to keep the fall of the GDR a secret
from his ailing mother, who was in coma at the
time of fall. He even recreates live television news!
His mother gets better and ready to get up and wit-
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nesses capitalist lives and logos around her. A great
shot of Lenin's huge statue hanging from a helicop-
ter conveys a lot. This movie beautifully portraits a
boy's love for his mother.

6. Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring
(Kim Kiduk, South Korea)

In the backdrop of a Buddhist monastery
floating on a forest lake this film portrays a monk's
life cycle. As a boy, teenager and adult the monk
goes through different levels of mind and finally
reaches the ultimate peace. This film was shot
throughout a whole year to capture the seasonal

WIS

changes naturally. The impact of Zen Buddhism
and stunning visuals will take the viewer to anoth-
er level so that he walks out of the cinema weight-
less. Kim Kiduk became phenomenal in IFFK sce-
nario with this movie and it still continues.
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7. Look Both Ways (Sarah Watt, Australia)

Stories of several people who are not direct-
ly connected, but for their situations. In one way or
other the stories revolve around the edge of death.
At the end we understand that love and selfless-
ness are answers to all the questions of life.

8. Offside (Jafar Panahi, Iran)

A revolutionary film about the fire within the
minds burning down the walls of restrictions sur-
rounding women. Iranian women masquerading as
men try to get into Tehran's stadium to see the
match between Iran and Bahrain which is a pun-
ishable offense over there. Some are caught and
arrested but the spirit remains ... and spreads like
fire.

9. Pan's Labyrinth (Guillermo del Toro, Spain
Mexico)

The fairy tale of a beautiful girl, Ofelia and
Princess Moanna. It takes place after the Spanish
civil war and unfolds a mystic world of monsters,
creatures and labyrinth. Towards the end it is seen
that drops of Ofelia's blood fall down the centre of
a spiral stone staircase onto an altar. Though the
sacrifice makes us sad, we see her sitting as the
Princess of the kingdom of the underworld.

10. Tokyo Sonata (Kiyoshi Kurosawa, Japan)

A middle-class Japanese family with father
being absolute power in the house. Due to out-
sourcing he loses his job and the man within fights
for his supremacy without revealing the truth.
Family bonds deteriorate and reconciliation
blooms by the sonata played by the gifted younger
son.

11. Maradona by Kusturica (Emir Kusturica,
France-Spain)

Story of the legendary modern footballer.
The director himself narrates the different shades
of the man behind the figure, especially the politi-
cal one. Towards the end, two street guitarists
sing a song about him. Surprisingly the star himself
joins the duo and the film becomes iconic.

12. Sweet Rush (Andrzej Wajda, Poland)
A film on making a film intertwined with the

277 -

real-life story of the lead actress in the movie,
Krystyna Janda. It deals with the untimely death of
her husband, the acclaimed cinematographer Ed-
ward Klosinski. Towards the end the film shows
the unpredictability of life and the viewer becomes
suspicious about the true reality.

13. Certified Copy (Abbas Kiarostami, France-
Iran)

A British writer comes across a French an-
tiques dealer, during the release of his book titled
‘Certified Copy’. He later meets her at her shop and
goes for an aimless drive. Then with their conver-
sations the story builds up and the viewer gets to
know the truth, that even the original is a copy of
another form.

14. Even the Rain (Iciar Bollain, Spain)

A crew to shoot a revisionist film about Co-
lumbus, reaches Bolivia and becomes part of the
natives struggle against the privatisation of drink-
ing water there. As they get back from the location
the producer gets the most valuable gift from there
that he can ever get - a little glass bottle filled with
water, freedom and pride.

15. Amour (Michael Haneke, France-Austria-
Germany)

Retired couple in their eighties living in an
apartment in Paris. The wife becomes paralyzed
and confined to a wheelchair. Her condition wors-
ens. Husband determines to set the bird free.

16. Le Harve (Aki Kaurismdki, Finland-France-
Germany)

The story of French harbour Le Harve, a
young African refugee and a kind shoe shiner. In
today's world of immigration, inhumane treatment
of illegal immigrants and deportation, this film is
more relevant which shows how humanity crosses
all obstacles of man-made borders and tries to
make the globe as depicted in John Lennon's
'Imagine’.

17. Tangerines (Zaza Urushadze, Estonia-
Georgia)

It is during the season’s crop of tangerines,
there occurs a crossfire between two small bands
of rival soldiers and two survive, a Chechen and a
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Georgian. Two Estonians take care of them and
bring them back to health and the rivalry contin-
ues. As days goes by hatred changes into love and
care under the older Estonian, but the inevitable
happens. This film simply proves that humanity
cures every scar.

18. Wild Tales (Damidn Szifron, Argentina-Spain)

An anthology composed of six standalone
short films, all portraying extremes of anger and
revenge and the futility of such feelings.

19. Mustang (Deniz Gamze Ergiiven, Turkey)

Tells about the worldwide phenomena of for-
bidden freedom of women. Five sisters who are
almost in a house arrest at different stages of life
resist against the social and family systems and
tries to escape from their own lives for a better
one.

20. After Image (Andrzej Wajda, Poland)

Story of a rebellious artist Wtadystaw
Strzeminski who refused to renounce abstract art,
despite the Stalinist artistic regime. He loses his
position at the school and society under the bu-
reaucracy and finally he succumbs to the fate.
There is a beautiful scene in which Strzeminski is
painting in a sunlit room. Then a huge red poster of
Stalin covers the window and the room and his
canvas become immersed in dark red.

21. I, Daniel Blake (Ken Loach, United Kingdom
-France)

This depicts an old widowed ailing carpen-
ter's struggle for life in the era of computers and
online applications. His one-man fight for justice

and his bond with a single mother who's struggling
to take care of her two children conveys the pre-
sent situation of many lives which we see in our
day to day life...but goes unnoticed.

22.0n Body and Soul (Ildiké Enyedi, Hungary)

A man and a woman have the same dreams
of snow deer at night and begin to know each other
through the dreams. It becomes their real world
where they want to meet again. Towards the end
they decide to unite and last shot shows dream sce-
ne but with no deer.

23. Capharnaum (Nadine Labaki, Lebanon)

Zain, thel2-year-old boy in the film raises
many disturbing questions. Issues like child labour,
child marriage and illegal migration are beautifully
portrayed in this film. Last shot of the smiling face
of Zain for his ID card is the only time where he had
a smile in his face in the whole movie.

24. Parasite (Bong Joon-ho, South Korea)

During the opening shots itself the parasit-
ism is shown by Wi-Fi data capturing. Slowly the
plot expands to the entire family and by the end the
viewer is perplexed who the real parasites are?
Parasites are not born, but made.

As the crow pheasant's flight continues, the
second week of every December becomes a time
for every cine buff to experience the greatest art
form from around the globe and be enlightened
with the moonlit water.

. N * SV .
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Milestones in Malayalam Cinema

1951 - Jeevitha Nouka", considered the first
"blockbuster” in Malayalam cinema history was
released Featuring Thikkurissi Sukumaran Nair,
the first "star" of Malayalam cinema, this film also
marked the debut of the legend V Dakshinamoor-
thy as music director and popular folk singer Me-
hboob as playback singer
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1954 - The first Malayalam film to attract national
attention was Neelakkuyil, which won the Presi-
dent's silver medal (this was the precursor of Rajat
Kamal for the National Film Award for Best Fea-
ture Film in Malayalam, which is awarded as a part
of the National Film Awards in the present for-
mat) .

1955 - "Newspaper Boy" considered the first neo- ?

realist experiment in Malayalam cinema, was re-
leased.

AN >
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A scene from Neelakkuyil

Newspaper Boy
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Morning Glory Awakens

- Mry. Shoba Aruwv

-

Turning daintily, delicate moving like waves

The dawn like a golden spoon stirs your limbs

Breath so young, the petals in colour and sweetness

How fragile is your world, in thoughts, dreams and hopes

The penurious cold winter sun lazily paints the sky in orange
As the stalks caress with warmth, you stir in life, and as the hue of
morning glory
Gives hope for the day, filling up with strength to warm up the cold
And spraying noises as bees bustling the hives, and as wind
tickles the leaves

Your moves, as the stalks that grips the heart, Dr Shoba Arun
Beats, bashes and kicks the flow of energy in me

Of late, the little murmurs that ticks the heart

And the sweet talks make all cups flow as sweet as honey

The last is those eyes that awaken the earth

By those sharpest, deepest, blackest marbles.

Like spiking ebbs of lava, warming, heating everything in that light
At last meeting eye to eye.

And then the morning glory awakens in immortal love.
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A Tragic Romance

-Mrs Shobhana Sankarankutty

Movies !!!! A world of make believe!!! A visual medium meant solely for en-
tertainment!!!! Some movies make us laugh or cry, some we forget as soon as
we step out of the theatre, some send out a strong social message and some
remain etched forever in our minds.

[ would like to recollect memories of a Malayalam movie [ had seen as a
child while in Madras, now Chennai, where I spent my childhood. In Chennai,
Tamil films were a dime a dozen, Malayalam movies were few and far in be-
tween. We were living in a suburban area 20km away from the city. There
was one theatre in the city that screened Malayalam movies once in a while.
As kids, we were not allowed to travel to the city without some elder person
escorting us. My father, who was not much into films, was not very keen
to take us to the city to watch them.

One fine day we came to know that the National award winning Malaya-
lam movie 'Chemmeen' was going to be screened in our local theatre. It was
an adaptation of the classic novel of the same name by Thakazhi Sivasankara
Pillai. In an era of black and white movies, this was a colour film which was
rare. As the film had received rave reviews and many accolades, father de-
cided to take us to the theatre to watch it.

We all walked triumphantly into the theatre, excited about seeing a mov-
ie in our mother tongue. Though not an entertainer by any means, it did have
its lighter moments by thespians like S P Pillai, Adoor Pankajam etc. Music
by Salil Chowdhary was of a different genre from what we had heard till then
in AIR and Radio Ceylon which would broadcast Malayalam songs once a
week.

The beauty of the fishing village, the long stretches of sea coast, the life
of the fisher folk were all captured beautifully by the ace cameraman Marcus
Bartley. The film was a visual treat for us and I should say an eye opener to
us kids about the life of the people of a fishing hamlet in coastal Kerala.

The film ended on a tragic note. As kids, we did not understand the intrica-
cies of the emotional turmoil of the characters but we carried home images
of beautiful God's own country and the haunting melodies. For many days
the songs kept echoing in our minds "

"

pennaale......".

mon

Chaakara chaakara........ ' " Pennaale
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All that was when [ was around 10 years
old. Years rolled by and I relocated from Madras to
a town in Gods own country after the nup-
tial noose! I mean a knot was tied around my neck.

Marriage and then kids entered my life. It so
happened that the film Chemmeen was to be
screened in my town for some fund raising cause.
Along with some relatives and my 2 elder daughters
(the 3rd one was not thought of at that time !!), we
went to watch the film. My kids were then aged 3
and 4. This time [ watched the film as a more ma-
ture person. I could understand the characters and
appreciate their emotions much better- the ro-
mance, the humour, the villainy and most im-
portantly the myth about the chastity of the wom-
enfolk of the fishermen.

My kids kept gazing at the screen happily, en-
grossed in the colourful images flitting on the silver
screen. The last scene was going on where the her-
oine Karuthamma's younger sister Panchami, walks
along the sea coast calling out to her sister,
"Chechi......... chechi......." in anguished tones carrying
Chechi' s toddler not knowing that chechi has
reached her haven on the seabed along with her
lover Pareekutty.

Suddenly, I heard whimpering sounds near me
and to my astonishment found that my 3 year

old was sobbing. Tears rolled down her cheeks.
She was so much moved by that scene that it took
me some time to control her tears. Did the young
child in her (who is still so much attached to her
elder sister), put herself in Panchami's shoes look-
ing for her lost chechi?? Anyway, once outside the
theatre I pacified her with toffees and ice cream.
Needless to say, like me when [ was a child, the
movie, the characters everything went out of her
mind in a jiffy and all I know now about Chemmeen
is - She relishes it now!
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1961 - The first colour film in Malayalam Kandam becha kottu was released

1964 - Bhargavi Nilayam, the first Malayalam horror film was released

1965 - "Chemmeen" was the first Malayalam film to win the National Award for Best Feature Film (then called the
President's Gold Medal). Also in this year, M T Vasudevan Nair entered into Malayalam cinema by writing the
script for Murappennu, based on his own short story Snehathinte Mukhangal
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1968 - Sarada becomes the first actor to bring the Na-
tional Award for acting to Malayalam through the
movie Thulabharam

1972 - Adoor Gopalakrishnan's directorial debut
Swayamwaram brought the National Award (Swarna
Kamal) for Best Feature Film back to the shores of Ker-

ala

A Scene from Thulabharam

(w3@leE6r 2020
SRUTHIREKHA .0_acb@ - 4[' -



AN @ B al@lal@o

all. GauoE32IlHNY GPWTIINID

-GOWI. ©BMMIND AWIMIEW @D

‘QosA@ MY’ o) SOOIV Sl ARIWI8  EMIQITE  AVIaO]
@seEllad  mmEI®  &dlse  MUjeHla] Il all.eswoaiezall®nd (@100
MO0 &0} GMOAULIEM ‘GOMHNIB. 1964-0£1  EHBAVIOIO
@oH9I3Al 2 JOMB:I00 EMSI® MV BIES 17-Go aldle] 2018-@d
al}0OMI0633)&H@EN30I.

CHOSOMIOL!I MVINOlS: o I1BlUBOMMEBRBIOS 2IBI@ODI@ (@ IBD o
(UOGRLAO MMM MVoNMIGSAENMAT CHUDAIGRAT MEUARODI@ (@ISO
afleeim} — A0ALOMMIW TVMIBIVADINAR MB:B.2), LG VAW GOAUIUD
@D @PMEAI2e@0eMEloM  WVLAIMMEIOMION  QlleE0n0®
9@LIVEMo, (@I VMBIV OBIHF AVINIOTIB1}0 AlBPEPIVAlIOA]
NO® 9WAa). MDD MM} alOlUADMEEROS MM} BSPNIERSIT (@ ITlan
efla fleeym@mosn) @@ ©60ad.

DoWRIGYRAI-ald)os]  ®OQISIBUW  MUElIHHODIHSDIo  (IDUSI]
OSDIo DOMPWUDHWERSIM Sl BB} HILIMENBIDIO}M]. DD
ISPMNIBRSIONS MBa] EMONILISELI GRIGMIBM BRIV G0} alBleMOINAE@.
DoWRIGRHG]  BHOVEMAIOOI®  alOAMIGIIB8@I0  ald)0SlEH0EMAIOOW
2OWAIAN0Jflo 80} allgiall¥aidieaio ®QOR0Aem, MOCNVOIENIELIcISS,
@OQSIO EREIRIMIOOMEN0I}88 BOEIR0MEOMINS @Y @RUIGM
O®IMN} BND®]o M@

al@miealensl, @oaslay mleidleflmealenEl MlrioneImo® @R
Malla] MVOCIVM @Y MBS GHIeLISOMIOLl 80} VAIlEUDAH®
@oaloymy. aflenalldloeswie maElml@es®ie 6U1IIIRIB:NHEMOIRD]0
8812J16a1086), MA@ 0B:HU6]S}QOMBS Yo AI@AOW]
OOMIHAUMIP  BRAOOLD  MUWDleeIem, &Fla®es  allé:ailajla) I
BN MOl AUCIB@I0 S2ID@OAUMIP NNOBAOMIQT (@ITODO| 111 fs fias a special interest in the
afleeyam]. ©0LREUDIOM  ©B5}33E}SENITVMIBIVOMI@MIAT O®C]2)jGalo® interface between literature and
MVPBANAMIDID BRIMIHEMAT BPEGaN0 BEl(EIOWEQ|SIAMIENE. BOED social changes.

VAo RIMIBOH9)03alo MBMIOM MO MAlMl@le ooflBmeng|do
@@ ®eINOWSS EIGIMIUWIG800) 03 I00D06)e|SIE-@IEM.

Dr Ninan Daniel

Has been a long-standing well
wisher of ‘Sruthi’. He is proud of

SEOMMIe  HLVMIDI0 o lCAMIRNSSWIOS®  BIWAULN}
aflocd@io @oeleIgOBlORI DDLAIEIDIOIAM]. AT FlAINEG0M @EUDI
WO  alOlQIBOMNGILIWsQIleR  DDEQIMMEGIWHO®  (@I®ImIU]le,

(1B3OICE6I 2020
'4| - SRUTHIREKHA .0 ach@®



oleeymy.  @pald  MAEIDIPO®AUL;  aleHH
OSHEOD MV ODIEENIOWAISSOIO6M.  AoWel
SRADVI@M &1 B32J0Mla)y MIMHEHIMIe @O
emmMie @MIdSlo®mMYe  ailsleaaomie @A
®QOleRIM} MO@o.

@OMILNMOT],  @PUWMIWODI]  MoEIGYRE]
Q@ AUMIG@OI®  @lemmm  qumidey aLVad
2 ]eMBOMIBS  BHOIMIWIMBAMIOS  HOLI(E:GREM
@ ©®Ooaslesl s800ilcoseISE:nlOmIdMM].
MEHHIEMBOODIDE!  TVAIBGNORS of)®IBq lom
eMAls @PIUWD alEBMOGailggsies alluojri®
S20§MOmMO®l ma0l. @y  ®OASIed  GUOI
wlmye  @nclaellesi  eaedl  @jemmm  mlel
OB6N3). af)MNIOM  al02JoSlOMMONIIFIB (alald]
afla] @RAINIEERUD BP@INS EAOTD}.

@o@IUd Imo afly aumppailodil dlail
&NM}. @Il @R2EMOI®  ALMPMVIO
OO@I@Sl JOO®}  MSMN  BEFOMHAG  a0§Bo
DoWEIGROIOMOASION B85 ailelailesy
S@IEM. @PAITVIMO  HI(NIVOMDIo  BB>I6ENS
@P@IUD H0UDB6)) Balddhiam].

aleommiaolmleom@le @M@ my®melos]
C®Io @VAIDIOS HS}oeNINoBRHS]o all.eud
alesal  All@leolafloleeaymo asen  (UIEEL®
MO6M). BHHOSODI@ @PEERISAIGEERI80 MVoRAla))
e d06nElolesyam VIO, VoM E001 B,
0ed®  aIolaIdOmMERSI@  B8Mio  @OGIal
oydlgpe®  wmaumsmMOBlee  ailepepau
oolege  woeKlajlojm  @lmym  avmEIe D
@MW B:0le60M] SlemmIICIMIo &Sloeniallo.
&0IMBO®  @OWIIMAI}e  eNRELlaGQYRI® VoM
ODSBONVI@EMAI @PIOS  AVMNIIBIBHIO
Mmos6)l. 99-0e eQI8BELOOMIM @y allsio
MBI MalealS DoWEIGRAIDIM  BPEDo
COSIQ  HMAUOIDIMN HIS}oenNIOMIMIe HEIB:
OMIEBRI D) alOMMORIS8H6206MAIOOI
M. a@MO@ allWlesalalldlme ag)@m al0
ee6ngy, @Slees] emalesendl aim @lola)Sle:80s
aDRINODI] @OQISIONR VOBTIDIo @IGIalQljo WEM
200 SHDI2)6aj0ud @leTAUCIM0 B>)Sioenialo
RGOS alSARGUD BHQOIG@IDIDIAM].

(w3@leE6r 2020
SRUTHIREKHA .0_acb@

m«vmﬁmay&

R 2, C/PC MOSC !L

0 AR, A

Fo—

99-681 HAUBBO|IBG0 M@ N0 GLIID,
DaNI@IELIAIATVIMOAUHOWIBS  BHOLIVWSAI@, QIS
HOM  CHOSOWMIOL! &0} (NIDE@IEBUdo BAUTlaY
MoEAIAIOMIOGS806M ENINIRleL! (ICAW.. HAISS
8 j0dS0 a)aMN BJOOMo MISIOM  (NMIl2)Ge 0D,
L0OIQUQUMNBE8DWIo BVMIHG @1Y2I006BREBW]0
ROMIENSHEBDYo BPAUWEM]2}OBI6NE MVALOOYTITY
@ROMIMI@IDVIOMIBMN alOBMIGI8ss momails,
OIS DO MVINL0IBlAUBODM ()@
oloel 203¢)EAUTlMOl.

ag)IMO@ MIWNo HOHWINLIS)OMIT @YD
@oeo EPMIHG GailaomE:ud @oMEIlessenE]
Ql©}o.

al05)0¥1089]0}e |BMIB  BOEINeMIOmMSS
QIEOIO)M}. &0} HILIOD @PAIG  ©OILRILOND
MOOYOS alSMIWBMBMO0  HSOIWIUDIMBAIDIAD
@loymiae@. Malles aloIAN &0 MSHHNIM
SILI00  MOWAUBN} DMy aldsjosialee
S006MAIQ.  GBPERaOODINNG  BOSMGOLIOM @0
aslead avomiosle:mdla @osleas] enovonowsl
0806006MmEl0yM}. o }BQfl®8 AUOO®INLY] &SeNIoW
OB Oldeeymd  dlayomldlgpe®  amoy
OIS, HSHNIB BHIS®I  Mmelo  MlLIERS)o
alJOISENR8lo  GLILIo  G)alWHDMSOD). B SIO@D
&So QOO @IG MOWAISN)0Jallo Bl GRIUD
H900mosloymmlg)!

-47 -



DoWEIBROIBNIB 3518 ilS8 6OARIB agaMm
&O06MAIOIDS GHIRIOMIEN QLI oleMH600]
ODIBMD.  alda)oSlH060I80 @O  @REILRD
@sQRmIeMOl oM} @00IBH6). 06QIBIMOS
032 JABMIEN  HLOIMIVGSHMB  alODMIGRISS.
@06GRaN0 NESIENELIaHMD QIMII@ al0leeeEmMIdud
MBHNIEMBOODI@  alSBMadlSly) el 6N
O 20®Ia MBSO RIGTOLOlWEA MO
@6eMall8s®io AOEMASE®).

@RILIOMIT  ®OQISIROMo  al@AMOB
allssoies @eildd aiony aflemy; @My qVEano
B0l®:810S BIQlalA®MEISS)0. aldad¥leed00 Mo
eI6QAlee00} @ailad Mmsa alladenenInweaRUd
®smalwll  @IUOMERUWd  qUYlBIB@ENZODI.
@P@®IMOmO0IdE] 80} el alclWlae oloame
allss@oloyamy.

DoWLIBYROIHHI0}MOBS ailaioaoeniow
6BRUd BSIMMMIMN] BUDaHO 100D BEOID
OMENOlajlo alTAMEIS8@IOS MENIRTIMI6OO
@®90lajlo @OalQIIBEERBlo  BaHIEERSlo  alO6OI}
OBHIMEIO)IMI. SO a0BDEAUBNERINS
MBHHIEM BOODI@ WM @O EIDHHMOID].

MO @IBOIWOIM@BIM} BUdaHo MSAN
MVoRAIAIEOMIEERUD  MIBHHIMENODS  @UD
RN @810 2108OW; MoWEIGYRAl-aldfos] @O
58S All$aidee &0 Deel Qs
OMSlaf} OBINE. BUAUBICHHU@ODIOL! 9OV
ol aimily @YUBENSRIN ) OTIDE. Mow)
RIBQA1-a102J0$l OISR &0}  ag)Qimgell
MI88 OYIN0SIEAIINS 2ISMNIlB:BIHDOOT) BLH(®
OOle0g MABAUDOINSS BR@OMODI@ Mlei0
aflap. 80y oglegyeemd allglay alosom -
“2O0MOMY  G2l0OMIMO0}  (alOMMOGaiIZsWeS
LEaNJBAIMIAB)  QIVIEANSO  QIBIAML.”  ISBMM}
mSM  o@BRRMSEI@  @000::8)0  allajoormle:gio
@RADTHHODI@ DABINY — MIEM]. BVEDICIOHO
oenzlUssEnslad H@Gl  CURal@lDcRIa)
HI6N3C IOV, @QICITD 06NME}6aId MO0
@M. @OS}O® GlaIMo o lEMMIGAI8s®e BIDL
MUEaNOBOM  IAMailgswio @oogylenal. nsdl
MB@3 6HISMIDIERe HMVHWBAY 6BHISGIDel3o
®B886)0]3 LINVGaIB:H GVAITVIMO HNCHHISO

-43 -

lenen  @mGlsslsloo. aelo@ony @ies
oo®lmy  alleianal.  mewelepdlailon @GO
83U ag)Bloo aleMDOMIEIND] ag)MIeM GHUDA
eBal alO@IM®. af)ANI@ MAiles &0} ed:0el
CHOM @YD RE]HEHIGN).

a@Qallo 6HWdAIl 65 ABslelom 6)@36Ms]
QIam, a@Qlle @BABEISAIDV] BBV MSOMIM WI@D
DoWRIGYROIBNIVY0 a102J05lE6)00}0 @@ ACTVO
20@l. udQJalle MUDlajorle BB 23@lee6eMmo,
B1SNIOMIOR @PEIRIMo  alIEIGEDEMo oM
ailalooen o IOOMIRAIIS8DENl  BIOIDEN0
MUGaNIBAIMIABEN 0 DENPODIO}MNISS).

BEOMB  Galo@@IM]  GUDaHo  MoURIGYR
oldleel mlelserglelo oljodlseangleno diaHl nasdl
@alla)). ®Ganeim@]  aIeeeslad  mlanss
aEal  1WeMm@D]  @oe).  allelnl  ®I6ERdIMO
QIO ailwo QIBRLIB @0 ) alD).
RoweIROIDIeRIDIo  aldsjosldlerI@io  MUNOQIO
£oNAMV|OMBONS MUBla{l216d0nE DONLAIGHS
e aflalooem alens)ealowil.

a@®I6NE DD B0eIWBQN@, 19.9J0¥lH8600
6MAIB MOWAIBN0} 1608 EMDOI®|OBI@ DVeQIO)
200 80) oBYPMS@ MSAM. DVLAUOIDS &S
RO flS)EudEN MIWMIAB @ QI BEGH®)]
0@, M}P0mAEl@Ol) MDY,
mo@A M@lo MuocelSlm Vs MOYaIe ailos]
6ISla)l. allBoeEl HVLAIB MEHHIMBHO
@IeEl aldklo MR} HBEOM). 0D LlaOSVI@D
&JEO MODMIOJo HVLNIOY AOlHNQUOMISO.
eatoeflmd @160 EROARIGUD MSOMI By5OI@D
BB ABHUD ATV GlaI0dOMe 9Ude]
SloM}. e 1IERMOBAI88@OS OIS} BETMEN]
aflsio  eleUEOBE] B0} MOWA alS MoWEIGYHEI
Dleelds) MBaf) Ba1D®}. djemeny ofls ol
#9010 M@IBIM 80; MOWAB 6.21030]LN00HY
06, al0NMIBI8s eaISInyClap.

SOOMAUOID)  aldSOMo  HODHNo  HO
QD90 HiaHlOAID®; MVMIOEIHNMM aléMo alo!
MIRIIS8WH6) 6)ISIHNHDIEN al@lof.
@M aldHon0D] oN,IGIHONI® ©ECNHHA
alJO@ISAllo MO I®al0 MIeIQie GermmICl@Iay
agloall eI1Elay.

(1B3OICE6I 2020
SRUTHIREKHA .0 ach@®



DONAILINSDIT TVIOAOW aIBIELOQ alds)d
$losooemaid  mwWAea0kflond  allelorvasesy
alello@on] @)  alleinnle@nienzlolesiimy;
@OMIMY  all0CA  GBHISOIalleine.  OONQILINOS
CHOHM HAVHMBMVBHHISOID]Lo MOWAIPQIBHHM

aglniesgesosmlalleno  ailanoemaleildles)s
@o6M).
Y ALAOMIGN  MCHHIMN BV @D

milany Masyailg @152 ]6mMIBeed DO I®} AUBHOOD
elaauglalloomlmny  euoato QlRl@  aleME§00
Mol @016 MM @Y. MOWAULNOJlOG 60
®1E00IERBIOSDY0  all@®lo@Os@e  alla®E!
OWIWD  aBOQSIONM].  aldORID]  aldafos]
H00IDS oY aBEOB alJ0DISAle @OMal®al0
mleloe  @i50]emleedes  Gldeels:0en0lulles
060U |eM@AOD]  eIGle)). 6HIY  MEIMOIM
C®INS aldajoslallerl VIO aldi@deiwleo
B32]6MIBO0IOS HE)B:QICDMIBIAM].

nomelepoldleenl mudldlp  a@M®ag).
ad)eMBal®pl0  Melae  a@BELE9d o3OSl
Seomolmlm}  eIRle9)M).  @O@IB  H)Slo
enige  Qilwondlgoe®  ©Iald:@  6230ele)2I1QNE
@o6Mm).

DONVAILINOBEHHMVIM,  IOMMIRISSIHB6)
MoeR QIGaHo &IlIMMSQL LIEla)). @PGGa00 @oq{ldd
IS}OM] SIOWIBle)) @SRl @REROM &0}
BN 96a06HNISOIDIeo  MOQIV}  GHM
AMVHMM BHHISIDIRIo. ®6NEIMI0 aleMo QIOG]
edleendl QM. @QIVDIER]SIGMNIIe L0
&EOAIOIBY  aleMo  M@HMENE.  ald ORI
DoeleROIDlerl  MoeR  @EIMNOS®SIHS  AV|OVY
@OIBIDS 62} allODVICEIHS K9IB08661E]
omM}. @M eaelemm) Skl lGHH @M
enelemmoeo H@ILIMBIT 6)BSIOMOIBNERI?

MO@APQl Llen8eHOMII@ il IMEejoud
MO@MMI00 DDLAINI MAIEBRBl0 9Ud|S IO
OB MM D)@ alOMQUBHo QAUSD OIS
allmy wledlap. eeomend neeud amuailmie
Glaodomyo eIElaJ@Y MMy QlBaHo Qfl®o.

®AMI@IO®  98®eals)  6HMY  alldl
al0O®} I}, 8etme0d ofls dlaieedad woall
2@l MM} MOMRIBHS @0IAdVo  aflmo

(w3@leE6r 2020
SRUTHIREKHA .0_acb@

®0I0J ®SQI}  WOlGHDIEN)  OBISJOMD. 63D}
MODOYOS 6B EMISI@ Qla] HQISIeasaMTITY
al0OMIRA IS8 MM} QlBaHo  HOlINMSQL
alldila)). @REReOM 063} 6HMV}GElEI] GPEGa0
ODIM) BOERUIOB:0LJo UTlRHDODI.

a102J0%18,)S)06nlo @AM} MGlojemmoil.
©®OQSIB  @emio @M WLPMID.  Mowel
eQdlomoains  @omydlme  aflemyes:oenloiam
8o JOUB, BIGOTNAIOIM0 B:)S}oeNIAe MYaf) AUSO}
S@OVIOM}. @MY ABM OINaIBOHM IO
MADOOD GHIE8RIM BOW.a] aldle{leeomoal]
MOIMm  B)3a|eME00es  ©edl@lam
aléMo APEEIO® DoWELIGRAIOMONQIISITD  BEIvD
LI0® of)®IBq N} BRaININBERUDB0 HSWOLE.

O®EINNSBIV] ®ERUd @PMEAIs] MVIA0s
@oslaomajiasleom alellesolemiediems  some
ad &0y malléoem eSO  Mosslailsy
a)Moem  (MMOBBOMIQT  BORIO.|SIOMICIE}
MM ©). MEHNIEMBOOD]SEI MBHAMY 2llmolee o
MOABMOQINSIGEIDL] AUNTDIAUSHUD @PWIB:0I}0
@IVO®PDNN D80S HOBHAUWAID];  HIGO OV
QOIS aldsrlo.

al)OMBaleMENOAS oIl MO8 Ud
MCHHIMBHODI@  of)QilOs@ie DAY QIM}.
MOAIPQI LISV DBHBOMISHBEOD ol
OO MOOMOD oM@ o ldLIQI}o al9@ GO
08 al}ONOOD aleMI@o MOWAIMD BN (SIRNOS
eA@EMISOMI®  aBOTIOT. ol 8o}
MLIMOIENITWo  BBS16)e|SIeNMDIT  M&U00s3lo
20D MV aLIOMIHNG  BValalddlG:n0® 9@
2pI0SMo IR 6NIa0}MIMEq]s Glamedlow
SHEMIPOBHNE  (@IMoUilaj@  aldajosiaileel
BOMI0H6)0Jajlo  @RERaOOBIM  BOREM®
@UDM2|@ BTG DB GlIB:OM]o.

M@ RM@IOS YOOGS NoWEIGYYEOI
OMOQIISIOM RI@RDEL); MEHHIEMBOVOR BYH>
@0Mo e6mSlaflafl. GOM@EOS B0OEMIM @A
@IODM AHM  OONIMBM  ®IOQUMADIOOD]
al0Mo MISOIBHDIENM).

2@ al)3OWIIGS]  ®OQISIEd
OI0192 DI aITOMIBSS oI MVIa0.2I0
@R8NV aldOOME]SIM  Woaleg)ssleno

b4 -



QOO 630

@al0OWEENIdWo
GQISISl. ®BHBM  (EI®IIOMIONG (IO BRI

@1063a06)OY0)

20l @O} OB MM &0} @Ml
S610mA8, VMNPVl GQIHOMI@  MoweIGYRAI
ORIO®] MOATVAIV0E] o).

DoWEIBYHOIBHIVEMAIMBAOOINS B6N30 B>t
SH00MIDIO}AN  HEMMILIDM o IODMIGISS
oS NI BjeHlolosslosslelo @R 93imo
963U0la) aBlo &6nsle.

alOMOBaIlgs &0} @uamla  ®loy@dmo
a)SIOD  BEOMEMIS alOEM].  “aldalal@la0d®o
©21Q)eMo. HIWIDI@M &2l NoMIBIBTLOOYDI@D
MIMIMo &21Q6eMo. o) SlNILIDOHI@ 6210y
00lee6eMo.” @PMAMIOAINS OIRIMBN HEOOMHLI®]
- @IdlopaIy @OQSIONG 2RAGE!  oBOQSIOND
mowl.

0O@IIOS ERAMIVIAODI@ o lOAMIBISS
DoweleROllenl OmMEHs alOMIl@M  @eIGMa]
00 flrlan  adofle:0es  EVmI@:00Iulay

-45 -

6ORE8IS @I 6aldGla)); “WoN@I@ B&lal) aldalo
SO GaldBH}ON af)OM.......... a@)®M @MYL
a0leeeeM”, ag)aM} (18Ol a)e@06nE aqvaN Ol
GWIASIq o DoWLIBYYABIOMOQIISIEMIS ails
al06Y0IN} OEI6NE MSAN M.

6330 BRII:DaNIDIELo @RQITVIMa)l. AM}
aiElolloomlend aujoae @asae M4l OGO
MPOOMEIN@IOS  aISIGI@BEO@  og)ODI©]
SOM}.  BRORJMGHONI®  MIQEBBUBLE  BHOBo
MVOGH0 Qallaj. a0dBAll al10SIVE IMIBDAY
20l —

“m0Qi0ilad algenes moQailad algeres
|, 068851
20QaM}B8] MleBRO8OMITS”

£20MIGHI5 MB:AMY; BOEMINSIg]o AOYD
HOOMIVAU0. @Y MHB2|RWIOS aNLIAOD] altl @O
QOS)&Blo AUGDISHSlo MIVDASETIM]. MYBAHIEM
B9O0DI@ 6NI0a0iQI0 BDADDIBHARMOD MOQEBRUD
alfl®lo MLoRAilafl. a)fJ0 AMAVOOI® MISYEIO}
S0 (VOEL LIMIWAOID B:00§6838I@d AWl EdEY]
alainbdlolegleelss @lolenm). (80} ‘i@l
@YU, B0} ‘al@@ BYAP og)M Ve iMo CHOS
oM@  @PEERISAICERISe  @YBSAUUDNEMAOMI
@»OElo!)

al0MMOBII8s@eS  @PMaMI0QId  Mowel
BRAOMOQIISIHM MVoOE:H]2))eE06ME RO} a RBI®
@RERLPWOMIM; OMSEOAIS).  SEOTY AT
Glane0m  eeemM@ilen  quelaleldome,
MO@L. QIRLMNID  BETTAUAIDIMN] ald:®o MO
DB QAUALSIOEM B:jaHlBHIVIEBROSLII0 BMNIB]}
M®. ©IRaIBMW M2 ISIGHHDI@D 2RDa] @e!
MNoM MNAIDIG MO (@I @YOoE]a).

ailesovilen @loyeanemodlend 9@osmo
8l@d MowEIGRAIVIM S0 GEINOWIOS B30} BlSio
NIMo@e MSMM]. @PMICIG80] a0
@ @B CMORqe MMM MOENSIIHS
2500 ©210lWIMIe DM B30 FlAIdB:0M0
WOTWI@MI0 §aldMIGHIVY@ITVSHMMIAID VIO
@M MIWOe af)OBIOIM]. BIMIBOBI0ke] aldafo
slomoansleom @I@IMIWIMoe B2l ®E06NE
QUBISIoNIo BRYELIVHEBRSITD o IHHH:S}OM. o lOD
MIRAIISBWINS 210M}GHENVODEE)) M)WBailldd mlel

(1B3OICE6I 2020
SRUTHIREKHA .0 ach@®



ailges)] HOmlaf} ala] @emavloaisd maslml &ld
oMo @Llailaj].

“@06r23MI (UBIWOI 2100}MBEOD B§aH6MI
ad)M8SIEROSBO0; ®IalODLJI0 BjatiENI
a@)aMII B8O 5EemMI Loaila [leesem B §atiemo”

8210} |OIeel MOSIAIlS) Galo@, DOMEOIDS
lege aqle  Hlally], 1942-0e1 ‘Gl  amy
MOOODI@ a168:S}O0) 23T QIOMVo QIO olOn
MoRallgsins acm@ oallBmM @y o030
oI @PAIlOS ag)OMB@IEM. “@gl0, @PoJ0

a@)My ISl a))o>H6NE @OIUB 2I100}BHEINVOWIHS
M)MBafl@d BeMLMAMIB:000 S2IQRINEDINS GNIA
eflny aloygler aflgyam;.

2EI@OBOMIHAE  EOMYWaSI®  BMIUDD
VOIS0, BOIBHILIOND CHOSOMIT  Mlel
dlmloiam  ALIMIOIKAUIMNOO®  @PMINIOEMo
8210 @PMIONG GJaHUU0ERES  ll(@l6:0laldl
BNM. MVIALPOYWIDEN MVAGIODBIMNI @OMAil
SODHN0 GAUMEl VDHMHNI® RIHDI@ @Yeild
aleflojla) @3 all.e®uoie3al o)  Me0dEIGIE
OB DLIWISOAINS (@ l6MINo.

. e * Ve .
NN 4 &7

aflel M1 B0L133D. .

1973 - The National Award for the Best Actor
(then called Bharath Award) came to Malayalam
cinema for the first time, courtesy of P | Antony for
his memorable portrayal of Velichappad in
Nirmalyam .

1973 - Actress Vijaya Nirmala, known for the title
role in the classic Bharagavi Nilayam, became the
first woman to direct a Malayalam film when she
directed Kavitha .

1974, 1977 & 1978 - G Aravindan bags Several
Awards for Utharayanam, Kanchana Sita and
Thampu
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The Feawr

-Dr. E. Nendakuwmowr

1

She was sitting by the picture window, an elegant figure, tall, slim and
looking somewhat eagerly as if she wanted to speak to me.

[ am at this brand-new hotel in a beautiful city for the weekend to at-
tend a friend’s son’s wedding. I do not usually go for many weddings despite
invitations as the geographical separation and my work schedule do not al-
ways favour my long-distance travel. The night was very young and the few
people who had arrived early were in the process of getting to know one
another and already standing in separate groups exchanging polite conver-
sation. | am new to this place and had travelled nearly 12 hours to reach
here, but the jet lag made me well awake, since it was only mid-afternoon
back home. I had had a brief nap after a shower and light lunch and the
world was there for me to explore.

My host, Roney whom I had known from my childhood and a great
friend was adamant that I should not miss his one and only offspring’s big
day and cajoled me to travel so that we could catch up and reminisce about
the great times we shared in our youth. The weather in this beautiful city
was also very conducive and I desperately wanted to get away from the cold
winter days back home.

Dr. E Nanda Kumar

“Why don’t you join me for a drink?” she said, and pointed to the com-

fortable chair by her side. is a Consultant Radiologist and

an educationalist. He was the
[ was happy to sit down while wondering what I have let myself in for. | past president of Sruthi and his

“I am Mridula - Mridula Sheth, as I am known these days” she extended her interests include drama,
well-manicured hand. I could see that despite her chronological age, which I literature and travel. Lives in
estimated to be in early seventies, her hand did not show any visible wrin- | Lancashire with his wife Santhi
kles and was soft and warm. “Vijay Mehta and I am pleased to meet you” |
said softly and settled into the chair. “And how are you connected to
Roney?” I could not help my curiosity. “Roshan, my husband is Sheila’s first
cousin” she said. [ had heard that Sheila, Roney’s wife of thirty years had
succumbed three years previously to an unexpected brain haemorrhage. “I
was very close with Sheila; by the way did you ever meet her?” I replied that
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I never had the privilege of meeting Sheila and I
hope that Roney had finally forgotten about my
absence at his wedding.

The soothing strands of music suddenly
changed upbeat and almost turned into cacophony
interrupted with rap and I moved restlessly, almost
with a jolt. “Yes, I also don’t like this type of music”
she said; why don’t we go out and get some fresh
air?

smiled and wondered how despite my well-
rehearsed manner how easily she could see
through me. “So, is it the case of unfulfilled lost love
or are you gay?” she was forthright. I replied that
neither of the statements were true and, in the hus-
tle and bustle of hectic life and constant rat race, |
almost had no time for such trivia.

“Trivia ... you call it! Let me tell you about me,
then you can change your opinion” She said. We sat

We walked keeping a respectable distance
between us and I could see that she had spared no
attention in draping her beautiful black sari with
silver embroidery. She was well preserved for her
age; her hair was neatly dressed and she wore a
slightly higher heel than usual, which made me feel
shorter despite my 6’3 height.

“Vijay, tell me about you, although I feel that |
have known you for ages “she said. I told her that I
am the deputy CEO of a multinational company,
and led a very busy life. “Married to work - eh? I do
not see any wedding ring on your finger” she said. |
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down under the antique garden lamp on a cast iron
garden seat which was painted white.

“I was born as the only daughter of wealthy
parents in Indore. The only thing missing in life
was the absence of siblings and when I heard that
the proposal which my parents had brought was
that of a good-looking young man with five siblings,
[ thought it would be ideal.” she sighed.

2

“We had a grand wedding and both Roshan
and I had many happy days in the beginning. Life
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was exciting meeting all my newly acquired rela-
tives and their extended family. We spent a great
deal of time in the company of Roshan’s sisters and
their husbands. Then it was decided that Roshan
should take charge of Mumbai office and within a
week we moved to the metropolis”

[ realised that her eyes were focussing on to
some distant object as she narrated the rest of her
story. The life in Mumbai initially was hard. She did
not have any friends or relatives and they lived in a
large two storied house in the middle of almost an
acre of land close to Juhu beach in a secluded afflu-
ent area. There were gardeners, cooks, cleaners
and a driver. Roshan wanted to show that he could
manage the Sheth empire well, singlehandedly in
Mumbai and he spent most waking hours away
from home and his young wife. He was away at
business meetings during weekends and Mridula
had enough staying alone, despite the fact that she
was not short of entertainment if she wanted. The
driver would take her anywhere she wanted, shop-
ping, restaurants, library and soon she got bored of
going to these places alone.

Although she met many women during the
occasional business dinners with Roshan, most of
them were older and were busy either with either
their husband’s business or looking after their chil-
dren and they didn’t seem to have time for the
beautiful young childless girl, whom they feared
would attract their husband’s attention and tried to
keep away from her.

“I was interested in dancing “Mridula contin-
ued “and upon my constant insistence, Roshan
found a dance teacher for me. He was a young man
in his thirties and He would come home three eve-
nings a week to teach contemporary dance” Dinesh,
the teacher, was great with her but she found out
that he was soon to be married and was planning
to emigrate to Europe. She continued with many
other dance teachers, most of whom were interest-
ed only in earning the fee rather than inspire her or
befriend her.

“I thought that the presence of a baby would
change our lives and hoped that Roshan would be
spending more time at home than at work. By this
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time, it was four years well into our marriage and
there was no baby in sight. I had to undergo a bat-
tery of tests and soon found that the problem was
with Roshan, who I was told was unable to father a
child. I was devastated, but the way Roshan han-
dled this news made me think that he might have
been aware of this fact earlier.”

Mridula, at this point seemed a bit agitated
and was silent for a bit. I did not know what to say,
when she continued. “We decided to adopt a baby,
it was a very hush-hush affair and Roshan did not
want many people to know that. We got Sheethal, a
very beautiful month-old baby, born to an unfortu-
nate mother, who abandoned her in a convent.
Both Roshan and I loved Sheethal as our own baby
and certainly life from then was a celebration. We
would go away for the week ends and had grand
birthday parties etc. My life revolved round her and
I could see a new meaning to my life.”

“We spared no expenses in getting her the
best education and we were very happy when she
was going to Princeton to study Economics, alt-
hough I felt very sad for being away from her,
Roshan tried to convince me that it was the best for
her future. We made a few trips to US to see
Sheethal, but soon it was evident that she was a
free spirit and wanted to do things on her own with
little interference from us. Doesn’t she look great?”
Mridula produced a photo of a very beautiful young
lady, sitting on the bonnet of a car, in gay abandon
somewhere beside a lake.

“Where is she now?” [ asked her curiously.
There was a long pause and suddenly Mridula’s
eyes were tearful. “We lost her ten years ago as
result of an irresponsible gun attack by an unstable
person with a history of mental illness, while she
was out shopping with her friends.” I softly took
her arm and muttered how sorry [ was to hear that.
We sat in silence for about ten minutes, when
Mridula regained her composure and said” I am
sorry to have burdened you with my story, but
what I wanted to tell you was in fact how my life
had a meaning when you have an offspring. I know
life is short and can be cruel, but at the end of the
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day, life is all about beautiful memories we ac-
quire.”

3

“There you are!” shouted Roney from be-
hind the hedge, which partly hid us from the main
garden. “I was wondering what happened to you
and there is poor Roshan looking for Mridula. Let
us go inside and join the party”

The party was in full swing and the loud
noises of laughter and merry making were all
around. I stayed around for some time and decid-
ed that if [ did not sleep well at night, [ may not be
able to get up in time for next day’s wedding.

It was a beautiful day and the wedding was
indeed a short beautiful affair. The young couple
looked exceedingly happy and my friend seemed
to share the great happiness.

[ found myself sitting next to Mridula, for
dinner. She smiled beautifully at me, although I
could detect a tint of sadness in her smile. Roshan
sat next to her and she introduced me to him as
her newly acquired friend. After polite small con-
versations died down, Mridula asked me if I had a
WhatsApp account. I replied in the positive and
she took out a piece of paper from her hand bag
and scribbled her number in it and handed it to
me. “Would you, once in a while send me a mes-
sage? Roshan, though he is seventy-five, spends a
great more of his time at work and comes home
very late in the evenings and [ am all alone at

home. I have read all the books in our local li-
brary; heard all the songs we have and I do not get
out often. It would give me great pleasure if we
can be in contact”.

[ said politely that I would try my level best
to do so, despite my busy schedule. “It appears
that one day, I would drop down dead in my big
house all alone,” she said and “that is my greatest
fear.”

Back at work, I soon was consumed by the
day to day goings on, the lack-lustre meetings and
soulless business dinners. Occasionally, in my qui-
et moments, | would think about what Mridula
had told me about life and I would decide that I
would change my life from the following day or so.
It never happened. I never contacted Mridula
probably because I never got around to it.

One day, I had to call Roney for some busi-
ness-related information. During the conversation
he asked “Do you remember Mridula Sheth, whom
you met at my son’s wedding? Unfortunately, she
was found dead last week in her own bed room all
alone, when Roshan got back from work. Poor
dear, don’t know how long she was there on the
floor before she was found.” I was lost for words. [
was guilty in not contacting her. She did not want
much, just occasional contact. Sadly, her greatest
fear to die alone, became true.

I vowed that day that [ will definitely change
my life. Can 1?7 Will it all be the same tomorrow?
For now, I do share her greatest fear.
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1980 - Thacholi Ambu becomes the first Cinemascope movie and First 70mm film in Malaya-

lam - Padayottam released. Also released was Manjil virinja pookal (considered the first

New generation movie)

1982 - Adoor's landmark film Elipathayam won the prestigious Sutherland Trophy for the

most original and imaginative feature film screened at the London Film Festival, the only Indian

film to receive that honour after Satyajit Ray's Apur Sansar.
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1988 - Piravi, the directorial debut of Shaji N
Karun was released. Premiji (M. P. Bhattathiri-
pad, noted author, social reformer and stage
actor) became the oldest actor to win the Na-
tional Film Award for Best Actor at 80 years of
age for Piravi. This film also won the Swarna
Kamal for the Best Film and the Best Director
for Shaji N Karun at the National film awards, :
along with a host of international honours in-
cluding Sir Charles Chaplin Award at the Edin-
burgh Film Festival and Caméra d'Or - Mention
d'honneur at the Cannes Film Festival

P Rajan & Premiji

1989 - Mammooty receives national award for best actor for immortalising Chanthu in Oru Vadakkan

Veeragatha

1990 - Thazhvaram, considered to be the first Spaghetti Western film in Malayalam was released.

1993 - Manichithrathazhu an epic psychological thriller directed by veteran Fazil, is rated one of the
most successful films ever made in Malayalam. Actress Shobhana won her first National Award for Best

Actress for this film.
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1998 - A K Lohitadas, already an accom-
plished screenplay writer, win the Indira Gan-
dhi Award for the Best Debut Director for
Bhoothakannadi.

1999 - Shyama Prasad won a host of National
and Kerala State film awards with his direc-
torial debut Agnisakshi (1998), based on the
famous novel by Lalithambika Antharjanam.

2008 - London Film School graduate Anjali
Menon had her first directorial venture,
Manchadikuru which was one of the most
critically acclaimed films of the decade, win-
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Shyama Prasad

ning a host of awards at the national and inter-
national level.
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Sruthi Report 2019 - 20

[ am very glad to present the report of the activities of Sruthi over the last
year.

1. The Team
There has been no change in the ExCom in 2019-20 since the last report.

President: Sethu Wariyar

Vice-President: Rathi Venugopal

Secretary: Chovodath Unnikrishnan

Treasurer: Sreekanth Balasubramanyam

ExCom Members:

Ajith Kartha, Satheesh Manayankath, Rashmi Sudhir, Breeze George,
Shahid Rashid & Usha Binooj.

Magazine Editor: Lakshmi Renjeev

2. Annual Day

The 15t Sruthi Annual Day was conducted on 5t May 2019 at Horizon
Community College, Barnsley. Rashmi Sudhir compered the event, which start-
ed with singing the opening song Ilathalam (DeIOY)280) by Sruthi members.

There were two Chief Guests this time - Sri P. K. Rajasekharan, eminent scholar,
literary critic, orator and writer and Kalaimamani Smt. Gopika Varma who is a
renowned Mohiniyattam dancer and teacher.

Sruthi Secretary Chovodath Unnikrishnan welcomed the members and -
guests to the Annual Day and introduced the Chief Guests. President Sethu | Pr- Chovodath Unnikishnan
Wariyar delivered the presidential address. Sruthi Secretary

The speech by Sri P. K. Rajasekharan was fascinating and informative. He (2017—2020)
spoke about the cultural history of Malayalam language with a special mention
of Benjamin Bailey who was born in the Yorkshire town of Dewsbury, not far
from Barnsley, where we had our meeting that day.

)

Sojan Vasudevan and Lakshmi Renjeev conducted the “Abhimukham’
with Sri P. K. Rajasekharan later in the day.

Sruthi‘s annual bilingual magazine, Sruthirekha, was released by the
Chief Guest Sri P. K. Rajasekharan by presenting a copy to the President. The
Chief Guest awarded the rolling trophy for Sruthi Annual Badminton Tourna-
ment to the winners Kishore Chandran and Ranjith Nair.

The first item on the cultural programme was a full-length thematic

(w3mler6r 2020 B
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presentation of Mohiniyattam by the Chief Guest
Kalaimamani Smt Gopika Varma, in which she
beautifully portrayed the various stories of Lord
Krishna. She presented the stories of Vilwaman-
galam Swamiyar and the old Kurooramma,
amongst others and told how the Lord himself

did “Dasyam” or servitude to his devotees.

Ajith Kartha, Neeraj Cherukunnath and team
presented a drama, “Darghas athava Ten-
der’ (332’  @nIO  &Sensd). It was a politi-

cal satire, which explored the possibility of a Mugh-
al emperor coming alive in the 21st Century and
planning to construct a monument in memory of

-B3 -

his late wife. It cleverly dealt with his interactions
and difficulties in dealing with the corrupt and in-
competent bureaucratic machinery in the present
time.

This year Sruthi presented a musical pro-
gramme with a difference, called “Kapi-
ccino”(@9q{laflemo)  which was led by

Ananthan B Kurup (Appu). It was a wonder-
ful musical voyage that combined the best
of West, East, North and South to culminate
in the rich flavours of Kerala.

The final programme of the day was the
dance-drama “Kavithayanam” (&:0llomo@mo).  An-
anthan B Kurup (Appu), Madhu Shanmughan,
Satheesh Manayankath and Sethu Wariyar con-
ceived and presented this magical journey through
the history of poetry in Kerala from the time of
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Sangha period, until the recent times. Important
literary works in different periods were artistically
showcased in the form of dance, music and drama.
This was a huge project, probably the first of its
kind, and involved participation of over 60 artists.

Sruthi Treasurer Sreekanth Balasubraman-
yam presented the vote of thanks.

We received very good feedback about the
Annual Day. Feedback was collected after the event
by filling a questionnaire and by email later.

3. Meet the Guest Programme

Another opportunity to meet and interact
with the Chief Guests was provided the day after
the Annual Day. About 70 people, mainly Sruthi
members and their families, attended this event
organised at the Shaw Lane Sports Club, Barnsley.
The audience asked interesting and relevant ques-
tions to Sri P. K. Rajasekharan and Smt. Gopika Var-
ma about their life and work and discussed various
general topics of interest. Smt. Gopika Varma did
an interactive session with people interested in
dance earlier in the morning. Sri P. K. Raja-
sekharan’s wife, Smt. Radhika C Nair, who is an ac-
complished children’s author, led a workshop with
the children about storytelling and creative writ-
ing.

3. Sruthirekha

Sruthirekha is the annual bilingual magazine
of Sruthi, each edition of which is dedicated to a
specific topic. The theme for 2019 magazine,
brought out by editor Lakshmi Renjeev and her
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team, was  “Cultural history of Kera-
la” (620801608  MVIMVB0O|B21@l(@0).  This

seventh edition of Sruthirekha (2019 issue) was
released on the Annual Day by the Chief Guest Sri
P. K. Rajasekharan.

The theme for the next edition of Sruthirekha
will be “Cinema”.

4. Annual General

(AGM)

The AGM events were held at and around
Newcastle-upon-Tyne on Saturday, 19th October
2019. The Sruthi walk was conducted in the gar-
dens of Saltwell Park, Gateshead in the morning.
The annual badminton tournament was organised
at Eldon Square Leisure Centre, Newcastle in the
afternoon. Biju George and Suresh Thomas were
the winners this year.

Body Meeting

The Annual General Body Meeting was held
in the evening at St. Thomas Indian Orthodox
Church, Winlaton. Various issues relating to Sruthi
activities were discussed and decisions were taken,
the most important of which are as below:

Membership: We had 82 members at the
start of the year. One family left the membership
group, and three member families were introduced
in the meeting, so currently we have 84 member
families.

“Sukrithi”, Sruthi’s Literary group will be led
by Sojan Vasudevan.

Sruthi  website  (https://www.sruthion-
line.com/) was inaugurated in the last Annual Day
and is functioning well now providing information
about various Sruthi activities.

5. Annual Day and Online events

The 16t Annual Day was planned to be held
at Carleton Community High School, Pontefract,

on Saturday 18t April 2020. The Chief Guest invit-
ed was Sri S Ramesan Nair, renowned poet, lyricist,
playwright and philosopher. A wide variety of en-
tertainment programmes were planned to be pre-
sented on the day.

However, as you will all be aware, the event
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had to be cancelled due the COVID pandemic that
struck the world in early 2020.

Two online events were organised in the
summer, the first one on 6t June 2020 to get us
back in to the arena of virtual meeting space. This
meeting helped us to rekindle our acquaintances
and solidarity in the time of crisis.

The second event, “Sruthilayam” was held on
18th July 2020. Sri Sreevalsan ] Menon, the famous
Carnatic musician virtually joined the event as the
Chief Guest. Sruthi members presented dance and
music programmes.

Sruthi organised a fund collection following
this meeting in order to help artists in Kerala finan-
cially struggling due to the lack of performance
venues as a result of COVID pandemic. A total of
£1170 was collected and together with a contribu-
tion from Sruthi, a sum of Rs 2,00,000 was donated
to the Kerala Vadyakala Academy for distribution
to the artists as “Onakkazhcha”.

6. AGM and handing over to the new
committee

A virtual AGM was held on 6th September
2020 on Zoom platform.

Various organisational issues were discussed
and decisions were taken which were included in
the minutes sent to members after the event.

Election of new office bearers for the next
three years was conducted on that day.

7. New Office Bearers

President - Shameel Mattara

Vice President- Preetha Kishore

Secretary- Sojan Vasudevan

Treasurer- Rejani Paul

Members- Appu (Ananthan B Kurup), Neeraj
Cherukunnath, Vimala Sebastian.

Breeze George, Shahid Rashid and Usha
Binooj continue for another year as ExCom mem-
bers.

Lakshmi Renjeev continues as the Magazine
Editor.

We wish the new team all the best in all their
endeavours in the next three years.

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank you
all for your whole-hearted cooperation and sup-
port which helped the ExCom undertake the above
reported activities. We wish you all the very best
for your year ahead.

This will be my last report and I personally
thank you all for your kindness bestowed upon me
in the last three years. It has been my humble
pleasure and privilege to serve as your secretary.

. e * o A .
D - A (&Y -
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2009 - Ranjith is credited with the first "anthology
film" in Malayalam, when he produced Kerala
Cafe, which put together short films by ten direc-
tors with a common theme of journeys.

2011 - "Traffic" (2011) by Rajesh Pillai is consid-
ered one of the earliest films in the new gen genre

2013 - A tribute to ] C Daniel, the Father of Malaya-
lam Cinema, a critically acclaimed biopic on his life,
CELLULOID (2013) directed by veteran Kamal fea-
turing Prithviraj in the lead role
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LARKSPURS OF BRODSWORTH CASTLE

Among the deep, deep moors of Yorkshire,
|far by the hills was a place called Brodsworth,
where a T-shaped Caste stood. It was ruled by
King Charles, and the magnificent Castle was
made of golden metal bricks and with rods at the
orders. There was an extensive moat around
he Castle, and had a blue and purple metallic
drawbridge. At the back of the Castle, diligent
servants and maids worked and also lived.

Among all the prepossessing maids, there

as a stunning maid called Tia, and she was in
love with Ashva. He worked in the stables with
horses and ponies. He adored horses, it was like
he was a horse whisperer, he was cryptic with
horses. Ashva was a slave, who the King’s men
brought from India. His family belonged to the
ancient kingdom of Kinara in the Himalayas, and
|belonged to the group of tribes, named Haya
who were half human and half horse. Haya,
|means horse in Sanskrit, the ancient language of
[ndia. Thus Ashva would call out to the hills, and
[he wild horses from the Yorkshire Moors, came

every night, and he would sing melodiously to
hem.

After a year had passed, Tia and Ashva got married and had a glamourous daughter called Kinara.
From a young age, she adored horses and horse riding, and her favourite horse was called Peacock. The
Peacock horse was tall and blue in colour, and had looked like a majestic delphinium flower, with a purple
mane with waves. It could sing when Kinara rode on it! Now every morning, she rode on it before sunrise.
One, Prince Harry, the son of King Charles saw Kinara riding so gracefully and fell in love with the singing
rider, but did not know who she was!!

One freezing night, the King’s enemies attacked the Kingdom of Brodsworth. People were suffering;
hey destroyed the houses, cottages, farms and the trees. Ashva’s wild horses came down from the hills. As
he Prince and the King were in trouble, Ashva (with the help of his horses) saved the Kingdom. But sadly
Ashva died fighting, and he asked the Prince to look after his daughter. Soon, it was clear that Ashva’s
Idaughter was the mysterious girl on the horse! Then, both of them got married and lived in Brodsworth
Castle as a family. Kinara was now Princess Kinara!!
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The Castle and the Gardens have great mem-
ories of Kinara- the horse princess. The paintings
of horses in the Hall remind us of Ashva. The fa-
mous Haydock Horses are named after Ashva’s
tribe. Most of all, the Brodsworth Garden is filled
with striking flowers like Delphinium.

For many who don’t know, delphiniums are also
known as Larkspurs!

Lark=singing, and Spur=horses taking the name
from Kinara’s peacock blue horses!!

Ananthasree (9)

The Night I Saw Santa Claus

Ever since 1 knew about Christmas, I've
wanted to see Santa Claus. So, this Christmas Eve
after Acchan, Amma and Chettan went to sleep, I
went downstairs and waited for Santa.

Ever so many hours later...

[ saw Santa eating the mince pies I had left

for him on our kitchen table. Then, when the @
mince pies were done, he strode over to the
Christmas tree. He placed the presents down so & 5
quietly I didn’t even notice him putting them %%
down. Once I saw my present, I felt like he had | §

given me a car or a Lego set. When I looked at

Chettan’s present, I had no idea what it could have
been. Then he put a few candy canes on our Christ-
mas tree.

After that, Santa saw the carrots I had put
out beside the chimney. He put them in his sack
and went outside to give them to his reindeer. I
was so excited to see the reindeer - Blitzen, Comet,
Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Donner, Prancer, Vixen and
Rudolph.

Once the reindeer finished with their car-
rots, Santa got on the sleigh and started to whistle,
and the reindeer started to fly. For some reason,
he kept whistling like he was crazy. He stopped
whistling and it was then that I understood that
whistling a lot was the signal to tell the reindeer to
fly higher and faster.

Santa was flying so fast that he looked like a
shooting star. Then he flew so far away that he
looked like a star among the other stars, but Santa
didn’t look like he was white. He was red, so he
looked like Mars drifting away.

Navaneeth (8)
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A Brief History of Philosophy

Philosophy is a deceptive subject. This is because of the simplicity that it presents and the complexi-
ties underneath the surface. Philosophy is a subject that anyone can learn. There is no equipment needed,
no microscopes, no measurements, no chemicals. The only thing you require to become a philosopher is
ideas and your wits. Although Philosophy is easy to get into, it is impossible to master. Philosophy is the
most fundamental field. It is the root of Science. We would know nothing without Philosophy. And yet in
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Philosophy, we still seek the same answers we did thousands of years ago when philosophy started. This
is due to the nature of Philosophy, the focus on the ideas that are beyond answers, the focus on questions
beyond conclusion. Many people think that Philosophy is a waste of time. However, Philosophy is a way to
exercise your mind and expand your thinking. You may ask - “How can I learn Philosophy?”. Philosophy is
a subject that must be travelled individually, but the very nature of Philosophy demands that you share it
with the world. It is often said that Philosophy is best learnt through communication and debate.

Before we explore a few ideas in Philosophy, let's look at its history briefly. Early philosophers did-
n't start by looking inward rather by thinking big. Questions like “Why does the earth exist?”, “What is the
purpose of life?”, and “What is everything made out of?” plagued the minds of early philosophers. By the
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way, the word ‘Philosopher’ is broken down into
meaning “lover of wisdom”. Then in about the 5th
century BCE Philosophy split. Eastern philosophy
continued to think about our connection with na-
ture. But in the west things changed. During the
5th century BCE in Greece, Socrates started to
break down our actions and beliefs (leading to the
creation of a branch of Philosophy called Ethics).
He asked questions like “How do we tell what is
true?” and “What is the difference between right
and wrong?” Socrates felt that all humans have an
innate desire to do good. However wrong and bad
actions were caused by ignorance. This led to his
preaching of knowledge to the general populace
rather than preaching only to people who paid him
(like other philosophers of his time).This simple
change would change the path of philosophy forev-
er.

During the Islamic golden age and the Euro-
pean dark ages, philosophy worked for religion.
During this period many philosophers focused on
demystifying the mysterious moves of God on his
grand chessboard. Throughout the renaissance,
philosophers began to look back at past ideas and
breathe new life into them. During this period
many of the rule books of philosophy were written
by people like John Locke, David Hume, and Im-
manuel Kant (just to name a few). Then during the
19th-century philosophy became a practical sub-
ject, one anyone could do. Major contributions to
philosophy during this time were done by the likes
of Karl Marx, Adam Smith, and John Stuart Mill.
Now in the 20th-century philosophers use a strict
system of logic to guide them. Now the aim is to
reduce every word, every action, and every emo-
tion to its most basic form. Where does this take
Philosophy to in the future? The same questions
still need answering, so is Philosophy a pointless
endeavour?

Philosophy starts by asking questions. But
not just any questions. There are small questions,
these are simple questions like “What can I eat?”,

“When can I sleep?” these questions can be an-
swered using common sense. However common-
sense changes as we grow and society transforms.
Then there are big questions. These are questions
like “Can we cure this disease?”, “Can we improve
this tool?”, these are the questions asked by scien-
tists and experts. These questions are answered by
theories, testing, data, and observation. Finally,
there are fundamental questions, these are the
questions that philosophy asks. There are five
main fundamental questions (one representing
each branch of philosophy).

Metaphysics is the study of existence and the
foundation that the rest philosophy is built upon.
The main role of metaphysics is to interpret reality
and ask questions like “Do I exist?” and “How can I
prove that this is real?” One of the branches in met-
aphysics is solipsism. As some of you may remem-
ber (from a previous issue) solipsism is the idea
that everything is a dream. That you are dreaming
and I don't exist. You can know for certain if you
exist, if you think then you must exist in some
shape or form. However you cannot prove that an-
yone else thinks. Any proof that you may be able to
come up with, can be dismissed as a figment of
your imagination.

Where Metaphysics looks at what is real,
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Epistemology looks at what can be known. Episte-
mology is the philosophical study of knowledge.
These are questions like “What is an idea?” and
“Where are ideas found?” Similar to how Meta-
physics has Solipsism, epistemology has a particu-
lar branch called scepticism. Scepticism like Solip-
sism agrees that our senses deceive us. But in scep-
ticism, everything can be proved through logic
(kind of). Scepticism says that we can prove an
idea if it follows a logic however if the idea relies
on something else being true then it cannot be
proven. Since every idea builds upon something
else, nothing can be proven. For example, if [ say
“All pandas are black and white”, if this is true pan-
das must exist. Since I cannot prove if pandas exist,
I cannot prove that all pandas are black and white.

Next, we move on to Ethics. Ethics is the
study of action. Ethics aims to find a system that
can be applied to any situation and give you the
perfect outcome. Ethics focuses on ideas like “What
is the purpose of right action?” and “Are right and
wrong fixed or do they fluctuate?” A popular idea
in ethics is Utilitarianism, this branch of Ethics de-
fines the best action as the one that brings happi-
ness to the most amount of people. Happiness here
is defined as the maximization of pleasure and the
minimization of pain. But there are a few prob-
lems, mainly the fact that we often have to guess
which course of action is the best. And there’s also
the problem of having no way to measure pain or
pleasure.

Then we get Politics. Politics is Ethics that
applies to a group of people. Politics aim to find the
perfect system that can run everything. Politics
focuses on ideas like “What is the best form of gov-
ernment?” and “What rights should everyone
have?” An idea that is sometimes regarded as dan-
gerous (like solipsism) is the idea of Anarchism.
Anarchism focuses on how the government is inef-
fective, how it's pointless to follow a system be-
cause over time that system will just collapse.
Therefore according to anarchism, the best thing to

do is to do whatever you want.

Finally, we get to Aesthetics or the study of
art. Aesthetics studies why we (as humans) prefer
something over others. Aesthetics asks questions
like “Why are some things beautiful?” and “Why
does it have to be presented in certain ways?” Aes-
thetics doesn’t have any branches (yet) as it is still
a relatively new subject in the field of philosophy.

In conclusion, Philosophy is a fascinating and
interesting subject. It is a subject that embraces its
history, as no idea is wrong because they're all dif-
ferent. There may be some ideas that you disagree
with but none can be called wrong. Each idea in
philosophy gives you a new tool to add to your
toolbox of thought. Each idea gives you a new way
of thinking, a new lens to view the world. Socrates
once said that people have an innate ability to do
the right thing, wrong or bad actions stem from
ignorance. If we apply this thinking to our modern
world, we all have a responsibility to gain
knowledge (to prevent ignorance) and to share
knowledge (to make less people ignorant). By do-
ing this the future will be brighter (with a happier
and better social wellbeing) as we continue to pro-
mote knowledge, and different ideas .

By Adithya (15)
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How VAR Saved the Earth

The Champions League and the
Europa League were about to start, and
UEFA decided to build a mansion for the
teams to prepare in.

The Goalkeepers Union was hav-
ing a meeting in their mansion and Ma-
nuel Neuer, the ex-best goalkeeper in
the world and the leader of the union,
was going over the agenda. Suddenly, an
alarm went off screaming that an intrud-
er had entered the building. Everyone
got ready to fight the intruder. Then the
door opened, and it was Thomas Miiller
that walked in.

Miiller said he had been living up
to his nickname (the Raumdeuter, which
means Space Interpreter in German). He
had been looking into space through his
very own BMW Tele2000 telescope and
had found something unusual - a meteor
heading straight for the Earth. Someone
complained that the goalkeepers could-
n't do anything to stop the meteor hit-
ting the Earth, but Miiller said since
goalkeepers were so good at stopping
balls going into the goal, he was giving them the task of stopping the meteor hitting the Earth.

Andriy Pyatov from Shakhtar Donetsk came up with an idea to save the Earth and all its inhabitants.
He called for helicopters to take all the keepers to Pripyat in Ukraine, most famous for the Chernobyl nu-
clear disaster. He took them all to an old rough football pitch. Then he opened a flap in the goalposts to
show a green button and a red button. He pressed the green button which opened the pitch up and a big,
red machine shot up from inside. He called it Nuketron, a machine that was meant to kick the reactor core
of Chernobyl out into space, but the Soviet officials had called the plan stupid and stored it away indefinite-
ly. He said that they needed five keepers to pilot the Nuketron. Neuer decided that Oblak and De Gea would
control the arms, and that Ederson and Alisson would take control of the legs; Neuer himself would be the
big guy taking control of the head. The rest of the keepers disagreed and argued that it should have been
Ter Stegen taking control of the head but Neuer was not so happy. So, Pyatov decided that both Ter Stegen
and Neuer could control the head.

The goalkeepers took their seats in Nuketron and went out into space. They saw the meteor which
ironically had the hexagonal shapes that are on a football imprinted on it. Neuer suggested they dive left,
but Ter Stegen retorted that they should wait until it got closer. In the end, the meteor zoomed past
Nuketron and landed in the Arctic. Oh, scheifde, as the Germans would say!

Everyone down below was trying to make sure their friends were not injured or hurt. It was chaos
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all over the Earth, the meteor had thrown the Earth
out of equilibrium:

- Neymar Jr rolled out of his ruined mansion
into the destroyed open and kept rolling like he
was on the pitch;

- the English FAreleased a statement saying
“because of the meteor strike on the Arctic, we
have decided that our country is in danger and we
have cancelled the Premier League forever”;

- Pep Guardiola was delighted since Man-
chester City would be the last club to ever win the
Premier League;

- Suarez felt famished and decided cannibal-
ism was legal and started having a munch at every
person he saw...

But thankfully, an alien appeared in front of
the Nuketron and said to the goalies that Galactic
VAR disallowed the meteor strike since a dust par-
ticle had committed a foul. As a result, the Earth
was returned to normal and all the chaos gradually
subsided. Pep Guardiola was crying since Liverpool
FC could finally win the Premier League and Man-
chester City could lose their streak of Premier
League titles.

Glossary

(For football pundits who don’t know any-
thing about football)

VAR stands for Virtual Assistant Referee; it is

used in football for tight decisions that the referee
alone cannot decide.

UEFA is a football association based in Swit-
zerland, which represents all national football as-
sociations of Europe.

The Champions League and the Europa
League are knockout tournaments held by UEFA in
Europe

English FA is the English Football Associa-
tion, which holds competitions in England like the
Premier League.

Manchester City is an English Football Club
who are the current holders of the Premier League.

Liverpool FCis an English Football Club who
are the current holders of the Champions League.

Thanks to B/R Football YouTube channel
for giving me the inspiration for this story.

Vinayak (12)
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‘Harry Potter’ Names.

I'm sure we are all familiar with the
Harry Potter Franchise, the books originally
written by J. K. Rowling. Many of the promi-
nent figures and characters are named after
constellations, stars, mythological gods and
Latin words, the majority of whom are from
the House of Black. Here are a few of the
names I found with names of deep meaning.

Draco Malfoy is Harry’s schoolyard
enemy and son of Lucius and Narcissa Mal-
foy. ‘Draco’ means dragon or serpent in Lat-
in as well as being the name of the dragon
constellation. This also represents the snake
mascot of Slytherin house. Draco’s name
also appears in the school motto - ‘Draco
dormiens nunquam titillandus,” which
means ‘Never tickle a sleeping dragon.’

The name Malfoy can be split into two
parts - ‘Mal’, is an old French word meaning
evil or bad. ‘Foi’ means trust or faith, exem-
plifying the Malfoy family’s dark reputation.

Draco’s son Scorpius was named after the eighth Zodiac sign, Scorpio. In the play ‘Harry Potter and
the cursed child’ by J. K. Rowling, John Tiffany, and Jack Thorne, we discover Scorpius’ personality - which
is true to his namesake. He is a good friend and brave, but unfortunately can get quite jealous. Although his
true birthdate is unknown, he behaves like a true Scorpio B .weirdo

Lucius Malfoy’s first name comes from the Latin word, ‘Lux’, meaning light or brightness. This could
be referring to the Malfoy family’s pale appearance. Another theory is that ‘Lucius’ may come from an an-
cient language and could mean ‘king’.

Narcissa Malfoy (Black), is one of the few in the Black family not to be named after a star or a con-
stellation. Although being a break from tradition, she continued the habit and named her own son Draco,
after the serpent constellation.

As well being a girls name of Greek origin, meaning daffodil, Narcissa is the feminine version of Nar-
cisse, a mythological hunter from Greece who caught sight of his own reflection in a pond and fell in love.
He was so ‘enamoured’ by his own reflection he stayed at the pond until his death (and so came the word
narcissism).

Sirius Black was the only Black to be sorted in Gryffindor instead of Slytherin. He was also Harry’s
godfather and his father’s best friend. Sirius is the name of the brightest star in the night sky and is often
regarded as the dog star because it is part of the constellation, Canis Major, which is Latin for the ‘Greater
Dog’. This could be representing how Sirius can turn into a ‘bear like dog’ in the books.

Bellatrix Lestrange (Black) was Sirius’ cousin and Kkiller, as well being sister of Narcissa Malfoy. She
claims to be the Dark Lord’s most loyal servant as and the one who tortured the skilled Aurors Frank and
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Alice Longbottom (Neville Longbottom’s parents)
into insanity. Bellatrix means female warrior, so
she proves to be worthy of the name with true ag-
gression. The origin of this name either comes
from the Arabic title ‘al-najid’ (the conqueror)
translated into Latin. As Bellatrix is a star in the
constellation, Orion, it could also just be another
name for Orion.

Lestrange comes from Old French, meaning
foreign or new to an area.

Andromeda Tonks (Black) is Nymphadora
Tonks’ (known as just Tonks) mother and wife to
muggle-born Teddy Tonks. Although she was sort-
ed into Slytherin, she was disinherited by her fami-
ly because of her marriage choice. Andromeda is
the name of a Greek goddess, whose mother boast-
ed that her daughter was the most beautiful person
in the world . As a punishment, the god Poseidon
chains Andromeda to a rock out at sea as a sacrifice
to the sea monster Cetus, but she is saved by her
future husband Perseus, who takes her to Greece.
Andromeda is a constellation in the night sky. The
name also means ‘ruler of men’.

Remus Lupin is one of James Potter Sr’s best
friends, and is also a werewolf, bitten by Fenir
Greyback. Remus also marries Nymphadora Tonks
and they have a child, named Teddy after her fa-
ther while Harry becomes the baby’s Godfather.
Remus is the name of Latin origin. It is the name of
a son of Mars who was killed by his twin brother
Romulus. Remus is also a moon in the asteroid belt.
This may represent Remus’ werewolf problem at
full moon and his nickname given to him by his
friends - Moony.

Lupin is a flowering plant with over 199 spe-

cies in the Americas. The Latin name for this plant
is Lupinus.

Merope Gaunt is Lord Voldemort’s mother.
She is one of the last descendants of Salazar
Slytherin and comes from a long line of proud de-
scendants. Merope is a name from Greek mytholo-
gy meaning ‘bee eating bird’. In Greek mythology
this odd name belongs to the protector of sailors.

Regulus Black is the younger brother of Siri-
us, and is the person Kreacher the house elf was
most devoted to. Although he became up as a
Death Eater, he later left leading to his murder.
Regulus is the brightest object in the constellation
Leo and is actually a ‘quadruple star system’, made
of two pairs of two stars.

Next I have many Black family ancestors,
named after stars.

eCassiopeia Black - Meaning: Mother of
mythological Andromeda (Greek) and constella-
tion.

eAlphard Black - Meaning: the solitary one
(Arabic) and brightest star in the constellation Hy-
dra.

eCygnus Black - Meaning: Swan (Greek) and
constellation.

eOrion Black - Meaning: A giant hunter
(Greek) and constellation.

eArcturus Black - Meaning: Guardian of the
bear (Greek) brightest star in the constellation Bo-
oOtes and fourth brightest in the night sky.

These are the characters I could find. I hope
you have learned something new and enjoyed my
article. I believe [ haven’t
spoiled any major points of
the story for you, although,
apologies if | have!

Gowri (13)
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Humber Bridge

The miniscule waves tangoed across the sea-
bed gracefully. After a while, sitting in the seaside
in a salutiferous smell, the poetic aroma got a hold
of me, as the wind hugged me. Shyly the rain kissed
me on the cheek as I stood to walk; trying not to let
the sand grasp onto my wet ankles. Like they were
carved from porcelain, the pebbles shone in ex-
tremity, while its humongous ancestor rocks were
matted in dry sediments of mud, from the once
high lapping water. The seagulls screeched from
above and showed no mercy for its ear-piercing
sounds. Drowning in the sound I became frustrat-
ed, but the playful laughter of children and the
amazing cry of happiness calmed me. By this time, I
had forgotten my worries. Delighted grandparents
watched in glee over their views and my eyes wan-
dered to their sights. Standing as a disciplined sol-
dier was the bridge, as shallow water tickled my
feet, I watched the motion over it. I let my vision
blur, the colour flicker over the long black line that
stared at its reflection in the water. Triangles
formed the grey wires that held the admired struc-
ture. Small boats and large ships. Shiny pebbles
and matted rocks, the golden sand and the cyan
sea. This is the Humber bridge and where many
dreams are sculpted.

Eva (10)

MISSION OURANOS

Tanmay slowly approached the glistening white space craft in a small field ripen with barley. He
walked up the miniature stairs into the giant space craft, ASA 900. In the control room he bumped into Mr
Beans he wore a long-collared shirt, a ruby red tie and a dirt brown suit to finish it off. Mr Beans was
Tanmay’s best friend who he hadn’t seen in a long time.

“Hi ya”, said Tanmay to Mr Beans. Then they saw the captain of the ship, a guy with a bird’s nest of
dirty blonde hair.

“Supplies? Check! Toilet roll? Check! iPhone? Check! Ok, that’s everything.” He said to himself and
picked up the microphone.
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“This is ASA 900. Can you hear
me, mission control?”

“This is mission control to ASA
900. We can hear you fine.”

“This is ASA 900 to mission
control. Requesting permission to
leave the Earthly Union.”

«

...” Static filled the space-ship. § -
After what felt like forever, Tanmay
heard a reply.

“This is mission control to ASA
900. Permission to leave the Earthly
Union granted.”

“This Is ASA 900 to mission |
control. Commencing countdown |
now.” Ay

“Ten. Nine. Eight. Seven. Six.

Five. Four. Three. Two. One.” said an automated recording. “Blast off!”

“This is ASA 900 to mission control. We have achieved lift off!”

Tanmay looked out the window and saw the Milky Way. It was beautiful. They could see Mars, Jupi-
ter and Saturn well.

“Look Mr Bean, it's a marvellous, fabulous sight. It’s like a black cloth with glitter on it.”
Suddenly Tanmay felt sick and puked all over Mr Beans.
“Ewwww!”, shrieked Mr Beans disgustedly.

Suddenly the ship began to plummet back towards the planet. The captain turned around, and
smiled. Tanmy observed his crimson red smile slowly grew as his teeth began to stretch like a vampire.

“Oh no!” whispered Tanmay, as the captain lunged towards him, his jaws gaping wide.
“Ahhhhhh!” screamed Brian as he fell out of his chair.

“How many times do I have to tell you to stop watching horror movies?” Brian’s mum said as she ran
into the room. “Have you done your homework?”

“Sorry mum.” replied Brian. “I have indeed written an acrostic poem on the theme of Movies.”
Marvellous motion pictures bringing
Objects to life.

View the

Incredible scenes within the films.

Eat some salty and sweet popcorn while you

Sit down and relax.

Abhijith (10)
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Manasa (9)

Hail Snow!!!

When [ stepped out of my house and looked around,
[ saw that glistening snow was here!!

I can see snow as bright as the mind can imagine,

I can see trees that look more attractive than ever,

In the distance I can see evergreen and fir trees

that looked like light green blurs because of the snow.
But the most beautiful thing I can see are cute, happy,
smiling, children playing outside, braving the cold.

[ can hear lots of snow falling from the open sky

to the roofs and down on to the ground,

[ can hear bells ringing as loud as you can ever think of
and children screaming as loud as they can Gopu (7)
because either they excited to go outside

or were sledging as fast as a peregrine falcon diving.

But the most wondrous thing I can hear is...

Me doing all these things!!!!

(Wa3@lee6N 2020
- 77 - SRUTHIREKHA .0 a0h@



GOT YOU

[t was just me and my friends. We had gone to
the woods and had somehow ventured into the
depths of the woods.

The leaves rustled as I fled. I ran. Ran for my
life. If I could somehow escape, I would be safe. My
limbs screamed as I ran, the wind wiped across my '/
face, my heart pumped as I made my way away. '/,
could hear the screams as I heard my friend get / /
caught but I couldn’t stop I had to save myself. Foxes /
peered from the bushes, birds chirped from the trees
and even a few hedgehogs scuttled on the ground. A
shaft of light streamed to the dirt covered floor. The
air seemed lighter from here and it all looked beauti-
ful except for the fact that twigs kept catching on my
clothes, my hair had leaves and dirt on them and al- C
so the obvious fact, [ was running.

It had been a while but I was still running and
when [ felt I couldn’t go no more my eyes spotted a
little clearing within a distance, a few bushes clus-
tered together far away in the corner. Perfect! Jogging to the spot, I crouched down until I heard loud foot-
steps crunch the leaves below. This was it. It was over! The footsteps slowed and |
could hear the shallow breathing coming from me. I made myself look as small as
possible. The joints in my leg begged me to get up, my arms ached from pushing
branches aside, my neck stung, like it had just been swollen up, from running. The
adrenaline in me pumped through my veins. I dug my nails in the earth and grit
my teeth, and couldn’t make a sound. Thinking I would pass out,  made room for g
comfort and got into a better position. My body relaxed but my pain wasn'’t gone. |
Just when I thought I was safe, a heavy hand came onto my shoulder ‘GOT YOU!

‘Damn it!’,  muttered. Now it was my turn to count. Archana (12)
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